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flooded with miners. Over 3,000 had claims in the region, working the
alluvial gravel deposits with pans and sluice boxes, but generally the area
was not lucrative. Within six months, the rush was over, but the Kapanga
mine itself was successful, and its stamping battery can be seen drawn
on the Kennedy Bay gold fields map at bottom.

Five miners shovel gravel in the Kapanga Stream, using
a ‘long Tom’ (with water delivered by wooden trough)
and a smaller cradle (water delivered by bucket). This
shows the challenging terrain and dense native bush.
A miner’s simple tent sits atop a bluff.

In 1857, Charles Heaphy surveyed the region and reported that gold was
in the quartz reefs, which meant digging, tunnels, roads, stampers, etc.
All needing major money investors. (Heaphy's illustrations are shown on
two previous pages and above.)

All these years, adventurous North Island prospectors played ‘cat and
mouse’, trespassing on land owned by local Maori. It was not until 1867,
after the ‘Maori Wars’, that much of this area was officially opened to
gold mining. This gave the beleagured Auckland area relief from the
unemployed men, as they streamed onto the Coromandel looking to
prospect, work for wages in the mines or other support services like
road building, supplying stores, etc.

An ironic twist to this tale of the mining agreement with the Maori

is that the pre-existing land use agreement for the Rings’ kauri

operation gave them rights to the stream to power their sawmill,
thus preventing other miners from using the creek’s
water. Miners having affected claims then sued the
government. Well, as they say “it’s complicated”.

Frederick’s funeral notice mentions that mining continued
at Kapanga until 1863, when ‘troubles with Maori’ broke
out. Even Coromandel town was deserted. However,
mining operations resumed again in 1865.

The Ring brothers lived primarily in Auckland, where
both were held in high esteem as founding pioneers and because of
their innate decency. Frederick died in 1887, with Charles (shown)
passing in 1906 at age 90.

Travelling the region, you will find Rings Road, Driving Creek and Kapanga
Road (the original name of Driving Creek). Going northeast is Kennedy Bay
Road, named for kauri merchant John Kennedy. (See Road Trip this issue.)
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DESIGN - MANUFACTURE - INSTALL
kitchens | living rooms | bathrooms | bedrooms | built-ins

Are you building or renovating?

Whether you are in the market for a houselot of
interior joinery, or some custom buiilt-in furniture,
a kitchenette, vanity or wardrobe organiser,
we can provide you with personalised service
and a top quality result.

We are a fully qualified, small team focused on providing you
with friendly, personalized service and a top quality result.

Contact us to discuss your requirements. We'd love to help make your vision a reality!

d i ‘_’ Phone: (07) 866 4513

Mobile: 021 719 349
INTERIDORS www.dimax.co.nz
DERIGN

17 Coghill Street, Whitianga

MAMUFAOTURE INETALL

| want an award-winning
builder whose quality of
work is impeccable,

like a master craftsman.

They will keep me in the loop
every step of the way and

finish my project on time and

on budget. And | want it in writing
with a Master Builder guarantee.

Is that too much to ask?

Coromandel's dream builderss,
and building consultants
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